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Until January 31st 2004, Nicole Dewandre was Head of the Women and Science Unit in the 
Directorate General for Research. She studied physics, engineering and economics at the 
University of Louvain, operations research at the University of California (Berkeley) and 
philosophy at the Free University of Brussels (ULB). She entered the European Commission 
in 1983, working as a scientific officer in the Directorate General for Research, in the field of 
strategic issues for technology policy, linking societal concerns with technology policy until 
1986. She became a member of the Central Advisory Group and then the Forward Study Unit, 
dealing with strategic analysis of research and industrial policy for the President of the 
Commission (1986-1992). In 1993, she supported the Belgian Presidency of the European 
Union in the areas of industry, energy, and consumer councils. Following this, she worked as 
a principal administrator in social sciences research in the Directorate-General for Research. 
From 1997 onwards, she has been developing the Women and Science activities in DG 
Research. Since February 1st, she has changed unit and is now Head of the « Scientific advice 
and governance» Unit, in DG Research. 

 
 


